
YOUR 
WAY

You don’t need a four leaf clover 
or good luck charm to put on a 
winning raffle. On its own or part 
of an event, raising money from 
a raffle is an easy way to raise 
money for Diabetes UK! 

How to hold  
a raffle

Please visit the Gambling Commission website for more information.
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http://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/Home.aspx
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Small raffles
What is a small raffle? A small raffle is usually 
held at an event. The tickets are sold and the 
winner is drawn on the same night. They are the 
types of raffles you are most likely to hold and do 
not need to be registered with the Gambling  
Commission or Local Authority.

A QUICK GUIDE TO SMALL RAFFLES

Tickets are sold during the event, on the premises where 

the event is being held.

The draw will take place during the event and will  

not roll over.

All ticket prices will cost the same.

All money raised will be donated to charity.

If you do wish to sell tickets in advance, you will need to obtain a 

licence from the local council. For more information on licences 

please visit the Gambling Commission’s website.

Fancy your chances in the Diabetes UK lottery?  

Download and print our entry forms here. SOURCING PRIZES

Follow our simple tips to help you 
source prizes from businesses:

PLAN
Plan what prizes you hope to source in plenty  
of time.

START SMALL
Struggling where to begin and what to source? 
Local independent shops and businesses are 
more likely to donate than larger businesses.

REACH OUT
Ask friends and families to donate prizes.

BE FLEXIBLE
Don’t limit yourself to source a certain type of 
prize. Be flexible, the more variety of prizes  
you have, the more you’ll appeal to all of  
your audience!

AUDIENCE
Think about your audience. Would certain prizes 
appeal or be appropriate for them?

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX
No need to source priceless pieces, how  
about auctioning experiences such as a cookery  
class for two? 

SPEAK FACE-TO-FACE
Going into shops and asking if there is anything 
they can donate, rather than speaking to people 
via email or the phone allows you to get an 
answer directly. Plan what it is you’d like to ask, 
explain how the prize will be used and how the 
money raised will help Diabetes UK. Precise and 
concise is key!

GIVE SOMETHING BACK
Offer to display the company’s literature at your 
event for kindly donating and invite them along. 

DON’T BE TOO AMBITIOUS!
Your aim is to raise lots of money, don’t pay 
more for the prizes than you expect to get on 
ticket sales. No one will be expecting an all-
expense paid trip to Disneyland, unless one of 
your friends is Mickey Mouse.

AUCTION YOURSELF!
If you’re still struggling to source prizes, how 
about auctioning yourself to cook a meal?  
Or clean a flat or house for the day?

http://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/Home.aspx
http://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/Home.aspx
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/Get_involved/Ways-to-donate/Lottery-raffle/


Is a raffle not your thing? Check out  
our other fab fundraising guides for  
more inspiration!

For more information on holding a  

raffle, please contact us or the  

gambling commission.

Please make cheques payable to Diabetes UK 

and send to your local Diabetes UK office or 

pay in online.

Get in touch

Pay in  
your money

Raffle not  
for you?

AFTER YOUR EVENT...

You’ve hosted a great raffle for 

a brilliant cause. There are just a 

few important things to remember 

before you put your feet up.

Thank, thank and thank again! Say a 

big thank you to all of the businesses that 

kindly donated prizes. Let them know the 

final total raised and how that money will help 

those living and affected by diabetes.

Hot off the press – your event was a 

success! Contact your local newspaper with a 

press release, the final total and pictures.
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https://www.diabetes.org.uk/Get_involved/Raising_funds/
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/Get_involved/Raising_funds/meet-your-fundraiser/
http://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/Home.aspx
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/Get_involved/Raising_funds/meet-your-fundraiser/
https://donate.diabetes.org.uk/donate/1~my-donation

